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WORD FROM THE CHAIR 

Dear Reader, 

Welcome to Mak-RIF’s latest newsletter.

As we welcome the year 2026, I extend my sincere appreciation to the Government of Uganda, researchers, the Makerere University community, our 
partners, and all stakeholders for their invaluable support and contributions over the past year. Your commitment continues to strengthen Mak-RIF’s role 
as a driver of research-led innovation and national development, and we look ahead with renewed purpose and shared ambition.

The launch of the knowledge-sharing platform in December 2025 represents an important step in advancing research that delivers tangible impact beyond 
academia. Funded by the Government of Uganda through Mak-RIF, the initiative demonstrates how universities can translate research, innovation, and 
institutional capacity into outcomes that inform policy, support enterprise, and empower communities, in line with Uganda’s tenfold growth agenda and 
the Fourth National Development Plan.

As Makerere positions itself as a research-led institution with measurable societal impact, this platform provides a timely and strategic mechanism for 
knowledge dissemination and engagement. It aligns research with national development priorities and expands channels for dialogue and collaboration 
while reinforcing the value of knowledge that is shared, applied, and responsive to real-world needs.

I commend the project team and all stakeholders who made this achievement possible. As we begin the new year, I encourage researchers, policymakers, 
industry partners, and communities to actively engage with this platform and collectively translate knowledge into lasting impact for Uganda.

Nice reading! 
 
Prof. Fred Masagazi-Masaazi, 
Chairperson Mak-RIF Grants Management Committee (GMC).

Mak-RIF Monthly 
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Makerere University Launches Knowledge-Sharing Platform to Drive Innovation and Economic Growth

PROJECT OF THE MONTH

On 19th December 2025, Makerere University launched a knowledge-sharing platform 
designed to bridge research, education, and community outreach, with the aim of accelerating 
innovation and economic development in Uganda.

The platform is the outcome of a project led by Prof. Edward Bbaale, which examined 
how universities can translate research, innovations, and institutional capabilities into 
tangible impact for communities, businesses, and national economic growth, in line with the 
government’s tenfold growth agenda. The project was funded by the Government of Uganda 
through the Makerere University Research and Innovations Fund (Mak-RIF).

The study also explored how university-based research and innovation can be better aligned 
with Uganda’s development priorities in agriculture, tourism, mineral-based industrialization, 
and science and technology, as outlined in the Fourth National Development Plan (NDP IV).
Speaking at the launch, the First Deputy Vice-Chancellor for Academic Affairs, Prof. Sarah 
Ssali, said the platform would strengthen the link between academic research and societal 
transformation. 

She also noted that knowledge production and utilization is a political matter and urged 
researchers to meaningfully engage and participate in such conversations.

Dr. Stephen Wandera, representing the Chairperson of the Mak-RIF Grants Management 
Committee, described the platform as timely and relevant, noting that it comes at a period 
when University is positioning itself as a research-led institution with measurable impact on 
communities and systems.

“The knowledge-sharing platform will enable researchers to disseminate their work to 
relevant audiences,” Dr. Wandera said. He added that dissemination workshops are among 
several avenues available for sharing research findings and urged the project team to explore 
additional channels, including policy briefs, academic publications, and online dialogue 
platforms.

The Director of Research, Innovation, and Partnerships, Prof. Robert Wamala, said the 
dissemination workshop reflects  Makerere University’s long-standing commitment to 
generating knowledge that responds to national priorities, advances innovation, and 
contributes to Uganda’s socio-economic transformation.

He added that the Directorate supports initiatives that move research beyond academic 
boundaries into practical application, policy influence, enterprise development, and 
community impact.

Dr. Peter Babyenda, the project’s Co-Principal Investigator, said the initiative combined 
research, outreach, and capacity-building activities, drawing lessons from global models 
where universities play a direct role in community development by supporting agriculture, 
industry, and the growth of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) and Micro, Small, and 
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs).

Dean of the School of Economics, Prof. Ibrahim Michael Okumu, observed that while 
Uganda’s universities have produced substantial research, its translation into practical 
outcomes has remained slow. He cautioned that  Makerere University’s relevance will 
ultimately be measured by the extent to which its work contributes to national development.

Left to Right: Prof. Sarah Ssali, Prof. Ibrahim Mike Okumu, Mr. David Kisitu and Dr. Peter Babyenda at the launch of the 
Platform.

Dr. Babyenda noted that the platform will support the development of sustainable research, education, and outreach systems, helping to bridge 
the gap between university research and real-world application.

“As we launch this platform, I encourage academics, students, industry players, policymakers, and communities to actively engage with it,” Prof. 
Wamala said. “Let it serve as a living space for dialogue, learning, co-creation, and innovation.”

The knowledge-sharing platform is Accessible To The Public At www.dissemination.ug. 

Its launch took place at Sheraton Hotel in Kampala and was attended by officials from Makerere University, Kyambogo University, Gulu 
University, Mbarara University of Science and Technology (MUST), Busitema University, and Soroti University.

http://www.dissemination.ug/


3Mak-RIF Monthly Newsletter December 2025

Editorial

Compiled by Winnie Kyamulabi

Mak-RIF Communications officer 

winniekyamulabi@gmail.com 

Address 

P.O. Box 7062, Kampala Uganda

Quarry Road Flat No. 70, Makerere 
University

Telephone: +256 414 673932

Email: info.rif@mak.ac.ug 

Social Media

@RIFMakerere

Makerere University Research and Innovations 
Fund

This work is funded by the Government of Uganda through the Makerere University Research and Innovations Fund (Mak-RIF).

Stakeholders from Makerere and other Universities pose for a group photo at the launch of a 
knowledge-sharing platform which was designed to bridge research, education, and community 
outreach, with the aim of accelerating innovation and economic development in Uganda.

A knowledge-sharing platform which was designed to bridge research, education, and 
community outreach, with the aim of accelerating innovation and economic development in 
Uganda can be accessed on www.dissemination.ug. 

rif.mak.ac.ug 
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