AVAILABILITY AND AFFORDABILITY

The price of the sanitization booths
varies between Shs 5m to Shs 10m de-
pending on model and size. Mulindwa
says a payment plan can be arranged on
a need basis and that one can even hire
the booths for a public event through
Wauza Limited or Silk Health.

The booths also come with a one year
warranty on the entire disinfectant

tunnel, free monthly i inspection visits,
service and repairs commencing upon
installation and commissioning,

Mulindwa, however, says the biggest
cost of maintaining this booth is the
disinfectant but is dependent on how
many people are accessing the area
where it has been installed.

LOOKING FORWARD

Though the booths have been made
to help in the fight against Covid-19,
Mulindwa says they will remain relevant
in society even when the pandemic has
been written off because they not only
safeguard against the coronavirus but
also other viruses.

“Even if a vaccine is found, it will *
still take some time for a third world
country to give it out to everybody
throughout the country; so, that means
there will still be people infecting others
on a daily basis therefore there will still
be need to continue practicing the pre-
ventive measures in place which include
the full body sanitization especially in
public places,” Mulindwa says.

So far, Wuza has made 100 booths
and more than half of these have already
been rolled out to the public.

Mulindwa adds that plans are un-
derway to export these booths in the
region. “We have got an order to
export to Kenya,” he adds.

It remains to be seen whether the
pubhcwﬂlwarmuptothlsnewtech
nology but there is no denying that it
has raised the bar in the fight against
Covid-19.
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- :»Makerere U_mversrly researchers have unveiled

three innovations in the line of managing Covid-19,
hardly amonthafter unveiling another one.

Noble Banadda, a professor of bio systems
engineering and the principal investigator, unveiled
the thermalimaging detector of Covid-19; the
biodegradable face masks made using 3D printing;
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in Covid-19 control in public spaces, in the teaching

- of science, technology, engmemrgaMmathemat
“icsand in planning of urban centres. - -

- Attheinvitation-only function held at the Main
hall on August 28, 2020, were representatives of

Petroleum Authority of Uganda, Ministry of Heaith,
Operation Wealth Creation, Kiira Motors Corpora-

tion, Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and
Fisheries, Resilient Africa Network, Uganda Police
Force, African Union, Ministry of Water and Enwiron-
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Earlier on August 7,2020, Makerere University

; unveiled a green low-cost touchless hand wash

technology for public shared spaces. This innova-

“tion, spearheaded by Dr Joshua Wanyama of the
- college of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences
as the principal investigator, ensures an automated
delivery of soap and water and a wash that lasts
- the 20 seconds recommended by World Health

Organisation. The machine instructs the userin

- two languages: English and Luganda, This kit limits

contact with surfaces, which would have led to
contamination with the coronavirus. Already, 15 kits
have been placed at different public shared spaces
such as hospitals and markets in Greater Kampala,
anddomgmndem
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imaging detection systemisa
astand acomputer and a screen which

esbemgnnaswedandthepersonsavemgetem
perature around the throat, nose, eyes and forehead.
Wemlamedmatthesystmhasmny

»maxmnum temperamreofa human hemg:

“Our thermalimag 'ngsystermsvery re

~andregional export, he added.
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